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(57) Abstract: A package including 
absorbent articles and recloseable 
packaging. The packaging includes 
a flexible pocket having a hollow 
interior for said absorbent articles 
and an opening extending into the 
hollow interior for permitting an 
article to be withdrawn from the 
hollow interior. The packaging also 
includes a flap having a proximal 
end attached to the pocket and a 
distal end opposite the proximal 
end. The flap may be moved 
between an open position to permit 
an article to be withdrawn through 
the opening and a closed position 
to retain the articles in the pocket. 
The flap has a proximal width at 
the proximal end and a distal width 
at the distal end shorter than the 
proximal width. 
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PACKAGE FOR ABSORBENT ARTICLES 



10 



ground of the^nvenfcion aenerally to a package, 

The present invention relates generally v 
. i w fn a oackage for absorbent articles. 

^ns and talons are frequently carri* ^ - = 
tack pac*s and briefcases needed- ^ a ^ ^ 

ar e put in these container, 1*-. for the 

containers do not always prov.de a hygienr^ ,mn 
articles, and thus the articles can become £xty in 9 the 

Further, the articles can become scattered about 
Further, di£ti cult to find when needed, 

oontainers so t„ ^ ^ ^ 

^ributed^ hiding several 
, These pouches reduce contact between „ £i „ d 

pouches be refilled from time to ^ ^ 
0 frequently become non-hygienic after extended 

co be cleaned or discarded and clearplastic 

TO avoid these problems, 
sandwich bass to hold the articU. » « * ^ ^ 

a hygienic environment for the a^ ^ ^ 

» easier to find when ^ ^ and repla ceable 

from time to time, they are reao y ience o caused 

hereby reducing some of ^ concern. they 

extended use, f^^^ld. Some users desire 
permit the contents of the bags to M di8cr eet, 
30 more discreet paging ^us, the- ^ « ^ 
disposable and economical recloseable pacnag 

" tiClM « of pacing which meets the previously 

^tioned need is described in -^-J*^ 
35 application serial dumber »£M. , enUt ^ 
November 15, 2000, which is hereby mc v 
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xt. entirety. As shown in Fig. lf thia packaging (generall 
designated by the reference number 10) includes a pocket 12 for 
holding the articles and an opening (not shown) for withdrawing 
articles from the pocket when needed. Further, the package 10 
5 includes a rectangular flap 14 for selectively covering the 
opening. The flap 14 has an adhesive closure (not shown) for 
holding the flap against the pocket 12 when covering the opening 
It has been noted that if the flap 14 is not aligned ^ 
pocket 12 when closed as illustrated in Fig. 2, a side edge 16 
10 and a corner 18 of the flap extends past the pocket presenting 
an unattractive appearance. Thus, there is a need for a package 
10 which permits misalignment between the flap 14 and the pocket 
12 without exposing an edge 16 or corner 18 of the flap. 

Summary r>f hh e Invent i nn. 
15 Briefly, apparatus of this invention is a package 

comprising a plurality of absorbent articles and recloseable 
packaging. The packaging includes a flexible pocket having a 
hollow interior sized and shaped for receiving the plurality of 
absorbent articles and an opening extending into the hollow 
20 interior of the pocket sized and shaped for permitting at least 
one of the plurality of articles to be withdrawn from the hollow 
interior of the pocket through the opening. Further, the 
packaging includes a flap having a proximal end attached to the 
pocket and a distal end opposite the proximal end. The flap is 
25 adapted for covering the opening to retain the plurality of 
absorbent articles in the hollow interior of the pocket. The 
flap is selectably moveable between an open position in which the 
opening is generally unobstructed by the flap to permit the at 
least one article to be withdrawn through the opening and a 
30 closed position in which the flap covers the opening and an 
exterior area of the pocket to retain the plurality of articles 
in the pocket- and to prevent the at least one article from 
passing through the opening. The flap has a proximal width at 
the proximal end and a distal width at the distal end shorter 
35 than the proximal width. 
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the oresent invention includes a 
In another aspect^ P"'^^ >niclM and 

package comprising a pi . r m ope „ ing , 

^ ka9i " 9 1DCl b ! « a efln in the closed position 
and a flap. The flap «ey be "'"f^fece of the flap hy as 

further, the packaging includes ^***^*^ a width substantial* 
pocket adjacent the opening. The hinge 

e^al to a width o, the ™ ^ -ao ^ d 
about 0.05 times and about 0.20 times 
15 thickness of the plurality of = «t cles^ ^ ^ 

— r^r, — - >e * pa* 

2 „ apparent and in part pointed out hereinafter. 

panty liners, ^ ^ ^ ^ o{ ^ s bo»ing a 

" « ^nr^r^^or art p»ty liner 

30 ASP ^ » ^ planof the package in partia! section, 

, !' is a top Plan of a package showing a corner hole 
Fig. 7 is a toppj." ^regent invention? 

£1 aw which is overcome hy one aspect of the present 

35 and 
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designated in its entirety by thlrTf. ' ""^ is 

the absorbent artid. ? ™ *' ^ 

10 surrounded by a wrsoner ? * Pa " ty liner 22 

* applied to otber ZZT^T IITV"^ ^ 

inters pad," " 
adult oare products chiln 0are P""*"*'. 

The panty liner 22 shown in Fig. 3 ia fo , H „j „ , 
*> a conventions! Mme r to present a genera ly , j ] T ' " 
rectangular article nn. . 9enerai1 )' "at and generally 

a article. Although the folded pantv li„«, „, „ 
other sizes without departing fro™ the scope of t 
invention, i n one e-Jodimeht SCOf * ° f «» P^ent 

"out 50 «uHi, M tere. . i ' of ^ 3 3 " idCh ° £ 

» thickness of about 5 Jill^ „ t 1 """"^ ' 

Panty liner 22 may be unfoHed and/ ^ "» 

acting fro. the scope ^^~T" ~ 

~crfrr th :x::;th7pr^r * oth - - 

34 forms a bottom of the wranner , 9 
the sheet extending between thl l I * ^ ^ " 
35 and above the first fold f" 9M 9e " era1 ^ paMllel «• 

ac 00 ove ^laps a margin 52 
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a ia It is envisioned that it 

.ay be desirable to Join the corre p rect angular 
themselves. Although - ^ ^ ^ aahesives or 

sheet 30 may be ,oined » » scope o£ the present 

5 ^ ZZZXZZZ side edge .rgine - Mned by 

r-- — . other SUM 

although the wrapped «*££J inTOltion , ln one 
without departing from the scope : ° ^ ^ ^ rtlUm eters, 
,0 embodiment the article has a ^ ^ 58 (Mg . 6) 

. length S6 of about 75 ^^j^ the dim a„sions of the 
of about 5 millimeters. Further ulthout departing 

article 20 may ^^ f^t invention, in one embodiment the 
from the soope of the present l ^ dimension3 

M dimensions are they ray be invariant without 

My vary within a given article , nvention . though the 

departing from the scope of the pr from 
.rapper 24 may be made of t*"^ entodime nt the wrapper 
the scope of the present s „ eeC serial having a 

20 U made from low density **«£JL envi8 ioned that the 
tnicKness of about 20 micron. It ^ ^ 3ho(m , 

wrapper 21 may have an adhesive 

without departing from the s PC o P ^ o£ tne 

As illustrated in Figs. . „ e re£e rence 

2 , present invention is ^i/es \ pXursUty of 

number 60. The package 0 gene , 

absorbent articles ^20 (B9- ^ it „ 

generally designated by 62. J unfolded and 

en—d that -jj^ departin9 from the 

30 individually wrapped or unwr » articles 20 may be 

scope of the present invention Mth 9 acope o£ tn e 

arranged in other ways J „ tlcl8 s are arranged 

present invention, in one «*° illu8 trateo in Fig. 6- 

in face-to-face relation in a ^ „ 8ele cted 

35 the parage 60 includes a arti ^ ^ „ 

for the convenience of an »d user- ^ ^ „ 

My include less than about eign 
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Provide a supply of articles for about one week or , 

- one wrk ^ ~ ;.;r o£ articus 

• hone. !„ e teC 9i 6 7 " T"** 3 £lBtiMe " h ^ 

interior 66 sized and shaped for ,„ • ■ 

preselected „u»ber of absorbent articles 20 a! „ ^ 

to opening 68 (Pig 5 ) " 20 Sho>m i- Fi9- 6. 

Pocket « Th enl " ° h0ll °" « « the 

the hollo. int e rior 66 of the ^ f = »"Mra™ 
« Eludes , f lap 70 attached X 64 d 9 ^ 

covering the opening 68 to retain th. , , Pted f ° r 

in the hollow interior « T &<"Mity of articles 20 

"9. 5 in v„ ich the " *" PMltlOT « "Crated in 

to pert.t at ^1 art" leTto 1 h^^"" * "» 
the opening and a closed posit ", „ WlthdraUn thr ° u9h 

flap covers the oo.„ , *" " l9 ' 4 ln the 

-ides fro. passing ^ ,^7 " ^ 
the flap 70 i. tr „„„., , °P enl n3. In one embodiment, 

-ai id ^r:c; art tr'^ 

the flap 70 may have or-fco „ appreciate that 

- triangmar -ithL depart tT tn^ " « 
invention. 

3 n cne sc °P e of the present 

As illustrated in Fia «; a „i 
on an inner face or int. " ?6 is ^"oned 

: releasably JZ^te n " ? ' * "» flap 

30 envisionel that ^ u ^io, It is 

a- . of the PocJTil^^T^.^^ 
positioned on the flap 70 Prefers -v, °" t0 beln9 

the flap 70 to be JLr ! ^ Cl ° SUre 76 P er » its 

f to o e positioned in a different ■ 
pocket 64 durina 91 ,r, B = • , aiire rent location on the 
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f , he acope of the present invention, in one 
departing fro. the sc ^ ^ & 

embodiment the closure is an re3e alable two 

cation,! resealable « -« ^7 "'.Td- dosed 
sided tape for releasably holding the flap 

5 P08iti0n - though the closure 78 W he 

nations without departing fro* the scope * 
invention, in one eminent th, , . o.ure »J£ - 
distal end 74 of the flap 70 to permt a free po 

« - - r 8 xr * — « * - * 

for releasing the closure. 74 

desirahle that the olosure ^^^j^, lingers. 

ot the flap 70 by a.^-^^t desirable that the 
It is further envisioned that it may 

parting fro. the scope of - J^, 
e^odio^nt the olosure as an elongate strip 

^--^-^^rl^. -srisl is 
20 70 . in one embodiment, the its entite 

substantially continuous and unxntsrrup have 

^ ~J£J£Z£Z2Z** interrupted along 
adhesive material whicn is o£ the present 

lt9 leD gth without^ departing ^ ^ My , 

" inVe "tr'that th 1 «tend over a distance greater than or 
d esirable the the str p ^ ^ ^ ^ 86 o£ 

equal to a distal wiotn Further, it is 

the flap are held in place near the pocket 6 ^ 
envisioned that it *ay he desirable that he strip 

•^v-v, of the flap 70 corresponding to tne v 
30 ,„ entire width of th fl P ^ ^ ^ length 

shown in Fig- 5, the = lMU " » ,„ o£ the closure 

88 extending between opposite ^ 64 . 

wh ich is less than a corresponding width « of t P 
though the elongate strip -y Mention, in on, 

35 departing fro. the scope of the pres 
eabodiment the strip has a width 94 of less 
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5 the pocket adjacent the opening „. ^ £l *f D / to 
th " t fi ° £ 70 18 *" t « th " °» 

» - Li ; st \ :v:tzi bec " een the *— 1 - - 

los n, k u T converging opposite side edges 

108 Although these side edges los rav have other ^ 

confagurattons without departing from the scope of the present 

15 edges 108 def U1U8trated " ^ 5 ' the « -* 

opening „ by a distance no. Although the tapered portion o£ 

'0 iCi t tr 1 " 9 SC ° Pe ° f 0,6 *— i" one 

olT T * P ° rti0n ° £ the "<*> " '™ the 

about 4.5 naUimeters. Further, it may be preferable for the 
tapered po rtlon o£ the fljp ^ ^ th 

s *; t " n : equai to •>»* ••« «- 

articles 20. Por example. i£ the package 60 includes five 
absorbent articles 20. each having a thickness of about ve 
-1 liters, the combined uncompressed thickness of the article" 
_ -Id be about 25 milUmstsrs. and the tapered portion o e 

£ « 7 * spaced £ro " the openin9 68 * * 

between about miali meters „„ ^ , -u f 
further envisioned that it may be preferable for the t aP l d 

to between about 0.058 times and about 0.173 ti.es the combL 
uncompressed thickness o, the absorbent articles 20. As »m U 

from the opening 68 and including ^ ^ 
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v >Ath 104 of the opening prevents holes 112 
le ngth eq ual to the , f ^ hinge when the flap 70 

{Fig . 7) from forming at the en ^ ^ 

ig in th e closed position hu ; the h n ^ ^ ^ 

the entire opening «. * *«- ^ ig , the clo3ed 

5 interi ° r T add tion because the hinge 102 is not longer than 
position, in addition, beca ^ 

the width 104 of the ^J^^. As wil l be further 
64 when the flap is xn the closed p ^ fay 

related by — -^-^'JL the opening « 
L0 which the tapered portion i P ^ ^ ^ rf the 

binge- , l08 of the flap 70 may 

Although the straight side edges 

agrees .it. -pact to correspond!* 1 8utetanCi any 
.fcen the distal end 74 of rtejl* ^ „ uiU be 

20 perpendicular to the sides o co „ t iguration 

^T^oTtot oU 1. in the dosed position 
allows the flap 70 to be ro ^ o£ ^ fl>p a3 

— » » 13 T 2 aTtch - about twenty degrees without 

.^departing ^ the scope of * £ - ^ ^ 

e »bodi,»nt ' llus " ated J inF ^ s 5 122 and opposite end edges 74. 
3, u. having opposite side edges ^ m t 

U4. » t " st£0ldl " eX "" d . 2 9 and a second fold 128 (Fig- « 
a bottom of the packaging 62, Da raiiel to and above 

sending between the side edges gener ot the 
« first fold fo« a hop o ^ ^ w the 
35 side edges 122 are joined to fom PP ^ ^ 
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departing from the scope o£ ^ 

em*dlm»t they are Joined by conventional heat sliZ 

Although the packaging 62 ray „ mde fr(Jm 

without departing from the ecope of the present i „ ioT i I 

h tt T ^ PaCka9i " 9 U ^ f ™ « » Mt — *U PoZ 
sheet material such as a materia! containing about eo ™ 

r ab ° Ut 20 ' ° th " ^UHna haZ 

v it fr d e r n h ab0Ut °-° 01 ^ - — 0..02 inches 
10 Z T 9ha ' ZihUa B " c «Prise Company, Limited of 

«y be made from coated paper, woven material, „o„- TOV en 

HZ r^f™' extruded 
Polymer, thermo-formed materials, and/or cardboard without 

15 one emb^drment the pocket 5, is substantial^ free of gusset 
» an alternate embodiment the sides of the pocket may^ ^ 
conventual gussets (not shown, to provide the packaging tt„ 
a substantially flat bottom. though other seguenc a e 
envrs.oned as being „ itM „ the scope of the present invention 

10 m one embodiment the sheet no is printed, the first fold ^ 

One"! T **" U2 ™ Maled * «- P- 
«. once the pocket 64 is formed, the closes 76 is applied to 

70 ere cu to therr final shape and the packaging 62 filled with 
25 the plurality of absorbent articles 20 On-. «. 

is fill.H n, , "Jcies 20. Once the packaging 62 

is tilled, the second fold 128 is marl* *-u 

"» made and the closure 76 is 
sealed to complete the package 60. 

flao ,0 \ " 1U8t "" d in "9- «■ " «7 be desirable that the 
flap 70, and/or the pocket 6, include a visuat indicator 

rn ny f da8i9naUd * £ °' ^-inguishing the ed " * 
he flap from the pocket. The indicator 130 proves visual 
dent mcation of the edge „ of the fiap ,. „he„ grasping the 
P to move lt toward its open position. The visual indicator 

35 aT t r vi r lly contrastin9 sur£ace <~<-« - «» «*P 

35 70 and the pocket 64. Although other visually contrasting 
surface treatnKnt3 My ^ ^ ^ ^ 

of the present invention, in one embodiment the visuaily 
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a ^rtion o£ an exterior q£ „ exterior 

,0 and a second color on at least p ^ 
surface !34 of the pocket 64 Further J g 

serial and the other color p ^ 62 l3 .bite, 

M if the raw Bide mrgiM US of the flap 

a lower edge margin 136 and oppo on 
,. may he auhatantially free of *>*™j££ color V*. 
» o £ the flap may include pr^* - ^ ^ in 

blue) . The margins 136, 138 Drint ing from the edge 

t be drawings. In sdditi on ° - ^yC Jirable that the 
M rgins 136, 136 of the , » 7 ^ ^ 
sid e margins 140 o £ he poc et 6 ^ ^ ^ ^ 

15 be substantially free or f 

aiscoloration when the sides are heat ^ sealed^ aeveral 

In vie. of the above, it 
objects of the invention are achieved ana 

— "r introducing elements of the ^^J, 
th . preferred esfcooiment.s, thereof, the £^ . 

- - rxr r — . and 
:L:;r^nded T :: he — - T ~ — ^ * 

25 actional elements other than the listed eUm^nt . 

. M ^dlpX^hencortf- 
constructions without departing desC ription 
it i9 intended that all matter contained in th ^ 
or shown in the accompanying drawings shall 
30 illustrative and not in a limiting sense. 
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Claims 



WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



•rH„i ^ * PaCk39e COmprisin 9 a Plurality of absorbent 
articles and recloseable packaging including: 

a flexible pocket having a hollow interior sized anri 
shaped for receiving said pl urality of abaorbenfc a ™ - 

an opening extending into the hollow interior of the 
Pocket sized and shaped for . permitting at least one of s 
P uralxty of articles to be withdrawn from the hollow interior 
of the pocket through the opening; and 

10 a dista! V laP haVin9 9 Pr ° Ximal 3ttaChed t0 the POd»t and 
« dmi end opposite the proximal end. said flap being adapted 

articles m the hollow interior of the pocket, said flan be ina 
selectablv moveable between an open position in which th l p e^ 
x. generally unobstructed by said flap to permit said at e ^ 
" r.^" 16 t0 be Wit ^«wn through the opening and a c 

rr: wh r the fiap -~ «• ~ - » «s 

polt and r t0 main PlUraUty ° f articles in 

LroulTh '"^ Said ^ l6aSt ° ne " ticle f ™ Passing 
through the opening, wherein said flap has a proximal width at 

hi ^ 3 diStal ^ at Said ^ - 3 rt 

than said proximal width. 

2- A package as set forth in claim l wherein said 
3. A package as set forth in claim l wherein said flap 

rrj tapeted portion ^ * — - - - * 

f ,„ „ * PaCka9e " "* £ ° rth in clalm 3 "*«ein „id 

" r ^ ° PP08ite 8ld8 "~ - « — . portL 
of each sxde edge is substantially straight. 
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5 a package as aat forth in claim 4 wherein said 
tapered portion ie spaced from the opening. 

.»f forth in claim 5 wherein the 

6 ' " opening hy a distance of 

tapered portion rs spaced from the ^ nlmCa ,. 
between about l.S millimeters and about 4.5 

, A pactage as set forth in claim therein the 
tapered pltio, U spaced from the — ^ -tanceegua 1 

,. » package as set forth in claim , 
tapered portion is spaced from the ^cpenrng * ^» ^ 

— ^^^^^ 

tapered portion is trapezoidal. 

„>• forth in claim 4 wherein the 
10 . » package as se forth ^ ^ 

straight portion of each sr ^ » wlth re spect to 

.bout ten degrees ^ dis tsl end of the f lap 

corresponding sides of the pocket wh 
5 ls substantially perpendicular to the srdes 

U. . Package as set forth in --ml wherein the flap 

P as t . side - * 



10 



15 



20 
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coined uncompressed chickness of piurauty . 

a flap attached to the pocket adapted for coveri™, fh » 

wh ch the flap covers the opening and an exterior area of the 

opelrno h °" 6 ""^ «"-*«■ «™9h the 

openrng, .herem the flap may be rotated when in the closed 

posmon shout an axis extending „ omal to a surface of th p 



flao inej Pi 96 " f ° rth ln Claim 13 ""ere*" said 
flap ncludes a proximal end attached to the pocket, , distal end 

opposrt. the proximal end, and , tapered portion hstween he 
proximal end and the distal end. ' 
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tapered portion has opposite side edges and at 
of each side edge is substantially strait. 

tap ered portion is spaced fro. the opening. 

apt forth in claim 16 wherein the 

17. A package as set forth of 

<« soaced from the opening by a ow 
tapered portion is spaced mi nimeters. 

,v,«.f l 5 millimeters and about «.:> m 
between about l.a 

18 . a package as set forth in c ^^"™ ^stance^^gual 
tapered portion is spaced . combined 
to between about 0.05 t— of absorb ent articles, 
uncompressed thickness of said plurality 

forth in claim 13 wherein said 

19. A package as set forth in 

tapered portion is trapezoidal. 

comprising a flexible hinge attached to the p ^ 
opening, said flap being attached ^ ^ and a 

a wi dth substantially equal to ^ ^ ^ timeg a 

5 length egual to between abc^ J-05 y ^ 

combined uncompressed thickness 
articles. 

.nd redone packaging sUed a „d 

. n-M. po=*e nicies, 

5 — -res — u r - * 

of the pocket through the opening; 

a f lexib le ^^Z^ e*>al to a width 
10 opening, said hinge having a width sud 
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hollow interior of tJ I absorbent articles in the 

. Prevent saia « le J J * ' f » «- PcCcet ana to 
opening. 016 £rom l»!«ing through th. 

has "i.if^r " T *» » the 

of absorbent articles. 3 °' P 1 "^", 

'lap induces a pro^T " CUi " 21 *«- 

opposite the ~ r rr d r »->■ • — - 

Portion between the pro,i„ al ^ ^-STS! 3 

-Perea ^^IT " *» " 

o^ each siae eag, is Itan^U^" " 3 

-perea ^Jt^T " » *" " 

— aeorees ana about t^Z^^^T" 
corresponding sides of m 0 , e 9«es with respect to 

S is substantial ^ a ft* *" "» ^ « <* «- ' lap 

ly parallel to the prcxi„al ena of the flap. 
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FIG. 2 
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